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Ten years ago, when NYU embarked on NYU Abu Dhabi
in partnership with the Abu Dhabi Government,
it was a bold and untested venture.

In the decade since, NYU Abu Dhabi has attracted students and faculty of exceptional caliber
from all across the world; developed a uniquely rigorous, global curriculum; and established itself

as a major center of research, culture, and innovation in its region. In the wake of NYU Abu Dhabi’s
resounding success, other major US universities have taken their own steps in global higher
education, proving its appeal and reaffirming the value for higher education of preparing
students to be leaders in this global century. As we celebrate NYU Abu Dhabi’s first decade with
pride, we look forward to its many achievements and contributions yet to come.

Andrew Hamilton
President, NYU
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INTRODUCTION ’

In just over a decade,

NYU Abu Dhabi has grown into
a distinctive institution of
higher education.

Every day, we grow as learners, scholars,
teachers, artists, inventors, and as community
members. We grow ideas, knowledge,

insight, beauty, innovation. And we enable
our students to grow into purposeful

human beings prepared to make positive
contributions to our world.

Jointly envisioned by His Highness Sheikh
Mohamed bin Zayed al Nahyan, the Crown
Prince of Abu Dhabi, and President Emeritus
of NYU John Sexton, NYU Abu Dhabi is a
resolutely global university. It is a university in
and of Abu Dhabi and the UAE, in and of New
York University, and in and of the world.

At the core of our mission are education

and human development. From the outset,

we aimed to attract and develop great

talent from the UAE and around the world,
drawing students who are outstanding in their
intellectual promise, committed to working
across difference, and intent on making a more
sustainable, more just, and more beautiful
world. We sought out faculty who would be
outstanding and creative scholars, equally
committed to cutting-edge research and to
teaching our students. We selected them

for their innovative scholarship, powerful
insights, and commitment to growing local
and global knowledge across disciplines. Our
community was created to foster intercultural
understanding and dialogue, and we designed
our curriculum and research agenda to extend
pbeyond the classroom and the lab into

Abu Dhabi, the UAE, and all continents.

Fueled by this ambitious mission and with the
steadfast support of New York University and
our government partners, NYU Abu Dhabi has
seen extraordinary success in its first decade.
Among our accomplished students and alumni
are 16 Rhodes Scholars, more per capita than
any university in the world. Others have been
recognized with Schwarzman, Yenching, and
Truman scholarships, Fulbright and Erasmus

Mundus awards and other distinguished
fellowships for graduate study. Our alumni
have gone on to leading graduate schools,
founded companies and social enterprises,
become artists and writers, and secured
remarkable employment opportunities in the
UAE, their home countries, or cities they may
have explored while studying away across
NYU’s global network.

Numerous graduate students hold global
PhD fellowships in science and engineering,
pursued in close collaboration with NYU'’s
faculty in New York. We have launched our
first two master’s programs, in Economics
and in Visual Art and Media, and are
actively developing further graduate
program offerings.

Our faculty are passionate teachers and
leading researchers. They are members

of national academies, have won major
international awards, built new labs and
centers of research excellence, and created
unigque works of art, invention, and technology.
They engage our students, colleagues from
across disciplines, and partners from around
the region and the world to solve problems
and shape new knowledge.

NYU Abu Dhabi has shown that higher
education in this lively crossroads of the
world can integrate the best of tradition

and innovation, address the challenges

facing humanity, and advance individual
transformation and societal development.

In the process we have built a community

of faculty, students, and staff motivated by
common purpose and solidarity. | know of no
other institution that so profoundly embraces
the joy, value, and possibility of education and
its necessity for our shared future.

Please enjoy this report on the impact of our
first ten years.

Here, we grow

Mariét Westermann
Vice Chancellor, NYU Abu Dhabi






MILESTONES

HERE, WE GROW

A HISTORY OF NYU ABU DHABI

e First meeting between

His Highness Sheikh 2008

Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Crown Prince of
Abu Dhabi and Deputy
Supreme Commander of
the UAE Armed Forces,
and then President of NYU
John Sexton

* Memorandum of
Understanding is signed
between the Government
of Abu Dhabi and
New York University to
establish a university
in Abu Dhabi

* Al Bloom, former President
of Swarthmore College, is
appointed as inaugural Vice
Chancellor of NYUAD

¢ The Sheikh Mohamed bin
Zayed Scholars Program,
a leadership program for
talented Emirati university
students, is launched

¢ First NYUAD Institute event
is held

* 150 students from nearly 40
countries are welcomed as
the inaugural Class of 2014

e First research grants are
announced for
The Library of Arabic
Literature, the Neuroscience
of Language Lab, and
the Center for Technology
and Economic Development

151 students from over
65 countries are welcomed
as the Class of 2016

NYUAD student team wins
Hult Global Challenge, a
year-long competition
seeking solutions to
pressing global issues

NYUAD co-creates the first
ever intercollegiate sports
league in the UAE, the

Abu Dhabi Inter-University
Sports League (ADISL)

Library of Arabic Literature
publishes its first volume:
A Library of Arabic
Literature Anthology

12 NYU ABU DHABI

* NYU Abu Dhabi
(NYUAD) is announced
to be the first
comprehensive liberal
arts, sciences, and
engineering university
in Abu Dhabi to be
operated by a leading
American research
university

* Prospective students

inaugural Candidate
Weekend

* Opening of 19
Washington Square

in New York City

* Opening ceremony
of interim Downtown
Campus in the heart
of Abu Dhabi city

visit Abu Dhabi for the

North, NYUAD’s home

* 161 students from
nearly 60 countries
are welcomed as
the Class of 2015

e First ever
International
Hackathon for
Social Good in
the Arab World is
hosted at NYUAD

« Summer Academy
program for
talented Emirati
high school
students begins

* 175 students from
almost 70 countries are
welcomed as the Class
of 2017

* NYUAD senior receives
prestigious Rhodes
Scholarship, the first time
the award has been won
by a student from an
institution yet to have a
graduating class

* NYUAD senior is
awarded first Truman
Scholarship, one of the
US’ most prestigious
undergraduate
scholarships

* NYUAD builds the most
advanced supercomputer
in the UAE, bolstering
research capabilities




MILESTONES

263 students from over

75 countries are welcomed

to the University’s permanent
campus on Saadiyat Island as the
Class of 2018

NYUAD’s first two Falcon Scholars
(now recognized as Rhodes
Scholars) are announced

First global PhD fellowship
programs are launched

The NYUAD Art Gallery stages
its inaugural exhibition On Site

NYUAD celebrates its inaugural
graduating class with the 42
President of the United States
Bill Clinton giving the first

323 students from some
75 countries are welcomed
as the Class of 2020

Global accelerator for
startups, startAD, is launched

NYUAD's first two Schwarzman
Scholars and first

two Yenching Scholars

are announced

First Emirati student from
NYUAD is awarded
the Fulbright Foreign

* 389 students from some
80 countries are welcomed
as the Class of 2022

* NYUAD'’s first global
PhD fellows graduate

e First NYUAD student is selected

490 students from over

80 countries and speaking more
than 75 languages are welcomed
as the Class of 2024

First NYUAD student is awarded
prestigious Aker Scholarship
from Norway

First NYUAD student is awarded the

Boren Award for students entering
the US civil service

Two more Rhodes Scholars are
announced, bringing the total to
16 Rhodes Scholars in eight years,
the highest number per student
of any university in the world

Arlie Petters is appointed Provost of
NYUAD following ten years of

Commencement address Student Scholarship as Al Ghurair STEM Scholar

Fabio Piano’s academic leadership

e 299 students from over * 361 students from e 429 students from more than
80 countries are welcomed over 85 countries are 80 countries are welcomed as the

as the Class of 2019 welcomed as the Class class of 2023, NYUAD's tenth
« Internationally-renowned of 2021 incoming class

science journal, Nature, * HH Sheikh Mohamed bin * NYUAD’s first Luce Scholars

ranks NYUAD first in the UAE Zayed Al Nahyan visits are announced

for producing ‘high-impact’ the NYUAD campus .

_ | Applications open for NYUAD'’s
science articles, more * First-of-its-kind national inaugural master’s program,
than all other focal public health study, UAE in Economics
universities combined Healthy Future Study .
* NYUAD hosts its first is launched

Institute Research Conference

First five-year reunion brings back
alumni from the Class of 2014 to
* NYUAD hosts first Ideas the campus

Abu Dhabi event staged + Mariét Westermann, NYUAD’s
by Tamkeen LLC and the founding Provost, named the

* First public performance at
The Arts Center at NYUAD

+ Class of 2015 graduate is Aspen Institute University’s second Vice Chancellor
awarded first Fulbright grant following Al Bloom
for NYUAD

* NYUAD joins forces with the
Special Olympics as a venue for the
2019 Special Olympics World Games
Abu Dhabi

14 NYU ABU DHABI HERE, WE GROW | 2010-2020 15






ALUMNI: GRADUATE OUTCOMES

Graduate Employed
School

Fellowship, gap year,
or independent project

Seeking

Research and Innovation at NYUAD since opening in 2010

*  #1in UAE for publication in world’s top science journals (Nature Index)
100+ patents filed and 20+ issued
+ 250+ creative works commissioned, created, or directed

+  $30m+ external grant awards, from organizations including the National Science
Foundation, National Institutes of Health, Office of Naval Research, NASA,
Al Jalila Foundation, Oxford Policy Management, US Department of State,
Department of Culture and Tourism - Abu Dhabi, and UNICEF

-« 3,600+ research publications

Rankings* (NYU including NYU Abu Dhabi)

26 Times Higher Education 11 Qs
World University Rankings Graduate Employability Rankings

*2021 rankings
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“One of the things that was so
compelling about this partnership
is that both NYU and Abu Dhabi
were asking the same questions:
What does the future of higher
education look like? How do you
educate students in a world that
is more interconnected? How

do you prepare them for rapid
technological change, more
globalization? Is there something
that needs to change about how
we educate them?”

Rima Al Mokarrab
Chair, Tamkeen LLC; NYU Trustee

22 NYU ABU DHABI

Established in partnership between

New York University and the Government of
Abu Dhabi, NYU Abu Dhabi has over the past
decade assembled a remarkable community
of scholars, students, researchers, artists,
inventors, entrepreneurs, and more. Together,
not only have they contributed to the growth
of the UAE’s capital as a global hub of
knowledge and culture, but also helped build
a new model of higher education for today’s
complex world.

NYUAD’s strength is drawn from its unique
combination of NYU’s global network and
Abu Dhabi’'s open, innovative character and
strategic location at a global crossroads.

It allows NYUAD to offer the best liberal
arts and sciences education within a deeply
immersive cross-cultural experience to
equip students for an increasingly
interconnected world.

In just over a decade, NYUAD has established
itself as a leading University in and of

Abu Dhabi, in and of NYU, and in and of the
world. This new model of higher education

is helping to shape the next generation of
leaders through the latest educational and
extracurricular experiences, in a city growing

fast as a center of ideas, innovation, and talent.

The international diversity of NYUAD - with
students from over 115 countries speaking
more than 115 languages - combined with
its uniquely-designed global curriculum
sets a new standard for a 21t century
global education.

“The single most important thing
that contributed to the ultimate
success of NYU Abu Dhabi was the
fact that we had great partners...
That great partnership is key to the
enterprise. Everything else flows
from that.”

John Sexton
President Emeritus, NYU



Global orientation mirroring the Multidisciplinary approach and Graduate programs including Global A residential campus that extends
UAE’s own demographic composition ‘ collaborative problem-solving to PhD Fellowships in collaboration with learning beyond the classroom,

and global perspective; the understand complex global issues NYU New York, as well as two full- integrating academics, student
University’s cosmopolitan fabric from multiple perspectives. time master’s programs in Economics leadership, outreach and service, arts
brings a multiplicity of views and and Fine Arts, with plans to offer and culture, athletics and wellness,

additional graduate degree-granting student clubs, and social activities.

and professional programs over time.
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perspectives to the classroom,
enabling the creation of future
leaders who can help diagnose and
solve global problems collaboratively
and from multiple perspectives.

A Core curriculum that fosters modes
of thinking and habits of mind central
to well-rounded intellectual
development and to global citizenship
and leadership. The Core offers
competencies that help graduates
address major global challenges,
including the pursuit of equality,

justice, peace, health, sustainability,
and a rich understanding of humanity.

Ground-breaking and innovative
scholarship, boasting one of the
region’s premier scientific and
engineering research laboratories;
undergraduate research is further
woven through the curriculum,
culminating in a Capstone Project
of significant and original work by
each student, and opportunities to
engage directly with faculty in
cutting-edge research.

Global education that offers
interrelated academic and
intercultural experiences that foster
greater understanding and social
responsibility - globally and locally.
Study away experiences allow
NYUAD students to study at the NYU
campuses in New York and Shanghai,
as well as academic centers in Accra,
Berlin, Buenos Aires, Florence,
London, Los Angeles, Madrid,

Paris, Prague, Sydney, Tel Aviy,

and Washington, DC.

A leadership mission reinforced in
course offerings and co-curricular
activities that encourage and prepare
students to make a difference in

the world.

Pre-professional courses that tap into
local institutions, organizations and
businesses, and draw upon the NYU
schools to provide rigorous
introductions to various careers and
connect with internships, community
engagement, and professional
opportunities in Abu Dhabi

and beyond.

Community-based learning with
programs that take advantage of
Abu Dhabi’s geographic location,
and its standing as a magnet for
diverse and creative people from
the UAE, the Middle East, and
around the world.
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STUDENTS

NYUAD’s students are drawn from the world’s

pbest. They are bright, intellectually passionate,

and committed to building a campus
environment anchored in mutual respect,
understanding, and care. They don’t just want
to do well; they want to do good. They know
how to work across difference because they
do it every day.

ADMISSIONS AND
APPLICATIONS

Applications to NYUAD have increased 91% in
10 years.

NYUAD students need to demonstrate:

« Academic excellence

¢ Sustained and meaningful extracurricular
involvement

« Commitment to supporting a global,
interconnected community
through service and leadership

SELECTIVITY

NYU Abu Dhabi’s selectivity and attractiveness

to students are on par with the world’s
pbest universities.

« 4% acceptance of total applications
« 81% yield rate

Incoming students have reported choosing
NYUAD over some of the world’s most
prestigious universities - including Harvard,
Cornell, McGill, the London School of
Economics, and Yale - for its small class
sizes, rigorous and innovative curriculum,
geographic location, and incredible
student diversity.

DIVERSITY

Inspired by the UAE’s own demographic
composition and global perspective, NYUAD
has attracted a student body that is more
diverse than any other university in the world.
The institution is committed to building and
strengthening a campus-wide culture of
inclusion, diversity, belonging, and equity.

The University’'s cosmopolitan character brings
a multiplicity of views and perspectives to

the classroom, forging future leaders who

can help diagnose and solve global problems
collaboratively and from multiple perspectives.

*  91% of students cited NYUAD’s diversity as
a reason for attending NYUAD

* 94% of alumni living abroad have
recommended studying at NYUAD,
reflecting the quality of the student
experience and education received

* Some 56% of incoming NYUAD students
are women

* 19% of NYUAD’s Class of 2024 are first-
generation college students, meaning that
they are the first from their immediate
family to attend university

“We all arrived here from different walks of life. We brought
our cultures, our stories, our perspectives, and our beliefs
into this environment. NYUAD encouraged us to be curious,
critical thinkers, and courageous. And that | think is what
we’re going to walk away with.”

Majida Al Maktoum
Class of 2019
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STUDENT QUALITY

NYUAD’s students have been recognized internationally for their academic excellence. The University NYUAD students have excelled at leading global competitions:

has produced 16 Rhodes Scholars in eight graduating classes, more per capita than any university . .

in the world between 2014-2021, and the fifth highest in absolute terms. Graduates have also been NYUAD Hackathon for SO.CIaI GOOd’ 2020
) : ) . i Winning idea for a healthcare online platform

awarded a number of other top honors including Truman, Schwarzman, Fulbright, Yenching, Bseisu

Cambridge, and Erasmus Mundus scholarships. « Hack3D. 2019
L
1st at a global student cybersecurity competition

* iGEM Competition, 2019

Silver medal for best diagnostic award

e EJ McCluskey Doctoral Thesis Award, 2016

1st female to win for an outstanding PhD dissertation

« SASES Research Symposium Contest, 2015
3" place at SASES’ national UG research contest, USA

* NYU Global Debate Challenge, 2015

1st place against NYU students worldwide

 Hult Global Case Challenge, 2012
Winning idea to bring energy to rural Africa (AED 1M)

RHODES SCHWARZMAN
*SCHOLARS SCHOLARS

AWARDS MUNDUS AWARDS

YENCHING TRUMAN
AWARDS SCHOLARS

It is in diversity and differences that we

e _ can find the tools to build the world we
want, where we are all welcome despite our

nationality, religion, or appearance.

|
FULBRIGHT ERASMUS
|

LUCE OXFORD
S S NYUAD promotes intercultural understanding;

SCHOLAR
*Most scholars per student of any university in the world it encourages us to go out there and understand how
things work so we can be the best leaders of tomorrow.
When | found out that these were the values of this
University, | knew this was the place | wanted
to spend the next four years of my life.

Vanessa Alvarez, Class of 2023
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FACULTY

NYU Abu Dhabi’s more than 300 faculty from over 45 countries are
leading researchers, scholars, writers, and artists. They are dedicated
teachers, committed to supporting and challenging their students and
engaging them in groundbreaking research.

Across the disciplines, faculty dedicate themselves to scholarly and creative activity while
providing an inclusive and engaging educational experience. Their contributions in teaching,
research, creative activity, and service extend beyond campus to the wider UAE and international
academic community. Over 90% of NYUAD faculty hold the highest degrees in their field, on par
with the world’s leading universities.

Faculty have received global awards and honors including:

The Friedrich Wilhelm Bessel Research Award by the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation
The Sheikh Zayed Book Award

The Moore Prize in Fiction

The Hindu Prize

The Rhodes Trust Inspirational Educator Award

Best of UNICEF Research Award

American Sociological Association Book Award

The Radcliffe Fellowship

Election to the National Academy of Sciences

Member of the Islamic World Academy of Sciences

Member of the UK Academy of Social Sciences

Member of the Editorial Board, American Political Science Review
Board member at the American Physical Society

Fellow at the Max Planck Institute

NYUAD faculty comprise 25% of members eclected to The Mohammed bin Rashid Academy of
Scientists, the primary body representing the UAE’s science community

36 NYU ABU DHABI

SPOTLIGHT

PROFESSOR OF ECONOMICS

Received PhD in Economics from Harvard University

Previously Chichele Professor of Economic History and
research director of the Centre for Economic Policy Research,
University of Oxford

Other previous affiliations include Trinity College Dublin,
Sciences-Po, and Harvard University

Elected fellow of the British Academy and the Royal Irish Academy,
winner of the Cole Prize from the Journal of Economic History, among other honors

Research lies at the intersection of economic history and international economics,
particularly international trade; and the history of globalization

HERE, WE GROW | 2010-2020 37



FACULTY

SPOTLIGHT

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF SOCIAL RESEARCH AND PUBLIC POLICY

Received M.Phil in Modern Society and Global Transformations
from Cambridge University; and MA and PhD in Sociology from
Harvard University

Previously Assistant Professor of Sociology at the University
of Pennsylvania

Researches international migration and immigrant incorporation; inter-ethnic relations;
the intersection of race, ethnicity, and class; immigration and education; and migration
and development

Research on the identity formation processes of second generation adult Nigerians published
by University of California Press and titled Beyond Expectations: Second Generation Nigerians
in the United States and Britain

“l cannot understate the value
of faculty members [at NYUAD]
who supported me in my
academic pursuits and their
constant encouragement toward
independent research.”

Myungin Sohn
Class of 2017

SPOTLIGHT

ASSOCIATE ARTS PROFESSOR OF THEATER

Joanna Settle directed Al Raheel | Departure with Emirati playwright
and NYUAD Class of 2020 graduate Reem Almenhali, co-commissioned by The Arts Center at
NYUAD and the Department of Culture and Tourism - Abu Dhabi (DCT).

The January 2020 world premiere delved into the bi-cultural identity of a generation of young
women in the UAE. Weaving Arabic and English language poetry with projected images and
movement, the production of A/ Raheel | Departure was collaboratively developed from a series
of poems written in response to women persisting and developing across childhood, womanhood,
and aging. Co-commissioned by The Arts Center at NYUAD and DCT, this was DCT's very first
commissioned performance. The interdisciplinary production was performed by four UAE national
students from NYUAD and Zayed University and attracted an audience of nearly 450 attendees.
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Since then, the University has established more than 80 faculty labs and projects, and

16 distinctive research centers led by accomplished thought leaders. In the University’s first
decade, researchers, scholars, writers, and artists have produced over 3,500 internationally
recognized academic papers, articles, books, and created and directed more than

250 creative works.

NYUAD’s advanced ecosystem of research programs and faculty contribute to the UAE’s
knowledge economy and garner international recognition.

In just over a decade, NYUAD has made significant discoveries and contributed important
knowledge to our rapidly changing natural environment. From rising sea-levels to the discovery
of new species, researchers at NYUAD are investigating the future of our planet and taking a
multidisciplinary approach to solving some of humanity’s greatest challenges.

RESEARCH IS A CORNERSTONE OF NYUAD’S SUCCESS AND GROWTH

¢ Ranked #1 in the UAE by the industry benchmark Nature Index which catalogs high
quality research published in the top 1% of scientific journals, accounting for nearly
half of the UAE’s output

¢ Ranked #28 in Nature Index Western Asia (out of 500 institutions) for research
output

¢ NYUAD’s mean citation rate, an indicator of publication quality, is the highest in
the UAE, and above many top US liberal arts universities, according to Elsevier’s
Scopus database, the world’s largest abstract and citation database of peer-reviewed
literature (as of March 2021)




RESEARCH AND
INNOVATION

16 RESEARCH CENTERS
Arab Center for the Study of Art

The Center aims to move research and
pedagogy beyond the established canons of
Art History by investigating the histories and
theories of art that are particular to the region
from regional perspectives.

Center for Astro, Particle,

and Planetary Physics

An alliance of faculty and scholars

actively involved in research in astronomy,
astrophysics, planetary, and particle physics.
Their goal is to work toward providing answers
to a series of fundamental questions related to
the composition and evolution of our universe.

44 NYU ABU DHABI

Center for Behavioral Institutional
Design (C-BID)

The Center for Behavioral Institutional
Design (C-BID) at NYUAD will be a globally
recognized research hub that will explore

in depth the origins of human behavioral
diversity, undertake the development of
empirically-informed theories of human
behavior, lead their application to public
policy, and build capacity in behavioral social
science in the public and private sector, locally
and internationally.

Center for Cyber Security

A world class cyber security center partnering
with key local universities, industry, and
government agencies to facilitate cyber
security research, education, and practice in
the UAE and GCC region.

Center for Genomics

and Systems Biology

Providing a nexus for cutting-edge life
sciences research in the UAE, with world-class
facilities and resources to promote innovative
advances in genomics and systems biology.

Center for Global Sea Level Change
The Center for Sea Level Change combines
observations and computer models to
understand past, and project future,
sea-level rise.

Center for Interacting Urban Networks
Developing fundamental research that can be
translated into pragmatic ideas for increasing
the livability of our cities. The rapid rate of
urbanization is putting strain on urban systems
and posing new challenges across a multitude
of sectors.

Center for Prototype Climate Modeling
Bridging the gap between climate theory,
modeling, and observation, with the goal of
better understanding fundamental processes
in the earth system, and improving our ability
to predict future climate.

Center for Space Science

Focused on the study of the the internal
structure of the Sun and stars through stellar
seismology and modeling. The Center seeks
to address the role of rotating convection
and large-scale flows in the generation and
maintenance of magnetic fields in the Sun
and stars.

Center for Stability, Instability,

and Turbulence

Instability of dynamics flows and their
transition to turbulence are widespread
phenomena in engineering, computer science,
geophysics, biophysics, and the natural
environment. The Center’s interdisciplinary
research will develop novel enabling
technology to deal with these phenomena.

Global TIES for Children

Global TIES designs, evaluates, and advises
on programs and policies to improve the lives
of children and youth in the most vulnerable
regions across the globe.

Humanities Research Fellowships for
the Study of the Arab World

The NYUAD Institute has embarked on a
multi-year research fellowship program in

the Humanities. This program aims to help
create an energetic, multi-faceted research
environment for the Humanities and the study
of the Arab world at NYUAD’s campus.

Library of Arabic Literature

The Library of Arabic Literature offers Arabic
editions and English translations of significant
works of Arabic literature, with an emphasis on
the 7t to 19" centuries.

Neuroscience of Language Lab

The Neuroscience of Language Lab (NelLlLab)
brings together complementary research
programs in the cognitive neuroscience of
language. It aims to integrate linguistics and
neurobiology in an effort to uncover the
neural bases of language comprehension

and production.

Public Health Research Center

The center addresses critical topics for

Abu Dhabi in public health science, including
diabetes and obesity.

Water Research Center

The Water Research Center (NYUAD-WRC)
aims to promote innovative research in
water desalination, wastewater treatment,
environmental policy, and social issues.
The center serves as an interdisciplinary
innovation hub for water research where
scientific knowledge is transformed into
practical solutions.
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RESEARCH AND
INNOVATION

STATE-OF-THE-ART FACILITIES

From high-performance computing to electron microscopy, NYUAD provides access to cutting
edge facilities and equipment. These include:

CORE TECHNOLOGY PLATFORMS
Shared facilities that support research across disciplines with a suite of research-grade
equipment.

CENTER FOR RESEARCH COMPUTING
Research Computing consists of the infrastructure, applications, expert staff, policies, and other
resources required to support computational and data-intensive activities related to research.

NYU ABU DHABI LIBRARY

The Library provides an extensive range of technologies and physical and electronic resources
needed for research and teaching. All members of the NYUAD community have access to its
resources, including:

FE0

o

A wide range of

100,000

e-journals —/—— "—l

@/ available I%, — /)

online .
= Ut equipment
77,600 e 1.54 tocrI\eIppwith

million
books / ©\\ 6,000 1,1_35 ebooks research and
“ =7 DVDs online Qeachlng
databases

The NYUAD Library is fully connected to NYU Libraries e-resources in New York, providing
seamless access for scholars across the global network.

46 NYU ABU DHABI

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT RESEARCH

NYUAD embeds research opportunities
throughout the undergraduate program,
helping students gain first-hand experience in
research and creative activities. All students
in their final year complete a demanding,
year-long piece of research or creative work
as a student Capstone Project. Throughout
their time at NYUAD, students engage in a
range of opportunities, including research
assistantship positions; research training and
workshops; attend research conferences; and
student research competitions. NYUAD also
provides opportunities for students from local
universities to take part in research supervised
by NYUAD faculty.

'SPOTLIGHT

Rising Sea Levels

* A team of researchers from NYU Abu Dhabi’'s Center for Global
Sea Level Change, supported by the Office of Polar Programs
of the USA National Science Foundation, found that unusually
warm ocean water is causing rapid melt at the Greenland outlet
glacier Helheim, one of the largest in the region

* Researchers, led by Professor of Mathematics at NYU’s Courant
Institute of Mathematical Sciences and Principal Investigator
for NYU Abu Dhabi’s Center for Sea Level Change David
Holland, deployed a helicopter-borne ocean temperature probe
into a pond-like opening, created by warm ocean waters, in
the usually thick and frozen mélange in front of the glacier

terminus

* Holland and his team’s discovery that the temperature of the
ocean water at the base of the glacier was a uniform plus four
degrees centigrade from top to bottom at depth to 800 meters
was confirmed by NASA’s Oceans Melting Greenland project

GRADUATE STUDENT AND
POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCH

NYUAD’s graduate student population has
grown from fewer than 10 students in 2014 to
more than 80 students in 2020.

In 2019, NYUAD announced two new, full-time
master’s programs: a Master of Science (MSc)
in Economics and a Master of Fine Arts (MFA)
in Art and Media. The University’s first master’s
offerings, these new programs will enable
students to support related industries across
the region.

NYUAD also manages a Global PhD program
that currently spans 11 fields of study in
science and engineering, contributing to
research at NYUAD and a growing graduate
student ecosystem in the UAE.
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‘SPOTLIGHT

NYU Abu Dhabi-led cybersecurity research receives

funding from Intel

Intel Corporation awarded NYUAD a three-year $300k

grant to support Associate Dean of Engineering

Ozgur Sinanoglu’s research into new ways of securely
testing and configuring computer chips by third-party

companies

As a result of this research, hardware designers will be
able to ensure that chips cannot be reverse-engineered

by attackers and only authorized users can access

chip information

The grant comes in the wake of research by Sinanoglu
and his team at the NYUAD Design for Excellence Lab
that led to the production of the world’s first un-hackable

computer chip

‘SPOTLIGHT

Feature film: Sons of Monarchs

Assistant Professor of Biology and filmmaker
Alexis Gambis merges science with narrative
data and film to explore evolutionary
biology and broader social issues in his
feature film Sons of Monarchs (2019)

The butterfly-centered drama tells the story
of Mendel, a young neuroscientist who turns
into a Monarch butterfly

The film, which merges topics of evolutionary
biology with broader issues of immigration,
politics and rituals, was shot in Mexico,
screened in Abu Dhabi and New York in

Fall 2019, and has toured universities and
theaters around the world
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‘SPOTLIGHT

Center for Interacting Urban Networks

NYUAD'’s Center for Interacting Urban
Networks, led by Associate Professor of Civil
and Urban Engineering Monica Menendez,
takes a multidisciplinary approach to
research that leads to real improvements in
terms of economic opportunity and growth,
safety and security, health and wellness,

and the overall quality and sustainability of
everyday life in urban areas

Fully aligned with Abu Dhabi Economic
Vision 2030, the Center’s research can
ultimately be translated into pragmatic ideas
for increasing the liveability of cities, with a
special emphasis on Abu Dhabi and the UAE

‘SPOTLIGHT

UAE Healthy Future Study

* The UAE Healthy Future Study is a first-of-its-kind national medical
research project assessing how the health of 20,000 Emiratis is
affected by their lifestyle, environment, and genes - looking at risk
factors for obesity, diabetes, and heart disease

¢ The study counts Cleveland Clinic Abu Dhabi, the Abu Dhabi Health
Services Company (SEHA) and Sheikh Khalifa Medical City among
its partners
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RESPONDING TO COVID-19

The outbreak of COVID-19 in 2020 presented a unique global challenge. NYU Abu Dhabi leveraged
its strengths and expertise to rise to the challenge, collaborating with key institutions in the UAE
including Mubadala Healthcare, Cleveland Clinic Abu Dhabi, and the Department of Health -

Abu Dhabi (DOH), among others.

In almost every field, researchers, faculty, students, and staff initiated unique projects specifically
aimed at tackling this pandemic and better understanding the impact it has had on our world.

FACULTY AND RESEARCH

NYUAD faculty and researchers provided valuable in-country expertise and:

* Advanced research relevant to COVID-19 and its social and economic impact, at local and
global levels

* Provided capacity building and thought-leadership

» Served on local and international COVID-19 response committees, providing consultation
* Shared expertise and research with local and international media outlets
» Consulted and coordinated with local and international institutions including serving on

the UAE’s COVID-19 National Research Committee

NYUAD has launched over 100 initiatives to counter the pandemic,
contributing to UAE and global efforts against the virus

Highlights:

Developed recyclable 3D printed N95
masks, in partnership with Mubadala
Healthcare

Four NYUAD science students working
at DOH labs and testing sites

Developing a saliva-based C19 test in
partnership with the National Reference
Laboratory and Mubadala Healthcare

Health and Wellness Center trialing rapid

lab testing 10-100x faster than normal

¢ Introduced a new type of test
(“RT-PCR”) 10-100x faster than standard
PCR testing conducted by most labs

Biology and Chemistry Departments are
studying C19 proteins for drug discovery
and design

Health and Wellness Center running
clinical viral and antibody trials

A new long-term study out of NYU

Abu Dhabi will assess the socio-economic
impact of COVID-19 on the lives of 5,000
participants from three countries

J




oTARTAD

powered by TAMKEEN (LA 0

Anchored at NYU Abu Dhabi and powered by its partner Tamkeen, startAD began its journey

in September 2016 as a new model for entrepreneurship education and innovation in the region.

StartAD supports Abu Dhabi and the UAE’s goals of becoming a knowledge-based economy
by equipping students, startups and corporates with the necessary tools to build innovative
new products that serve a global need, collaborate across organisations, and develop
entrepreneurial capacity.

52 NYU ABU DHABI

In its fifth year of operations, startAD has continued to stimulate UAE entrepreneurial capacity by

facilitating the development of local startups

'S 136

startups accelerated

B 1,049

jobs created

300

youth entrepreneurs
incubated

5 $60M

revenue generated

50

pilot projects secured

4 24

corporate partners
supported

6,000

“'\l aspiring entrepreneurs

have benefited

128

Emirati entrepreneurs
advanced

L $90M

funding raised

0,450
[3) investors engaged
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“Abu Dhabi has taken enormous strides to unlock

its entrepreneurial potential. As a result, the path

to progress for a new business in Abu Dhabi is now

a short one - with plenty of support and guidance

available along the way. And it is at the earliest stage

of this entrepreneurial journey that you will find startAD:

helping budding entrepreneurs go from insight, to business proposal,

to active incubation, and beyond.”

SPOTLIGHT

Cycled helps event organizers to be
more sustainable by using effective
waste management to improve brand
engagement. Through a miniaturized
plastic recycling facility, plastic
waste generated at events is directly
converted into brand swag on-site,
enhancing customer engagement
by 25% while reducing waste
management costs by 40%

54 NYU ABU DHABI

John Tate
CEO of Tamkeen LLC

In its early days, Cycled participated

in startAD’s Youth Entrepreneurship
Program gaining skills in evaluating the
technology and identifying the right
customer segment

“startAD is committed to working collaboratively
to help shape the UAE startup ecosystem into one

that is inclusive and has a significant impact on
developing a true knowledge economy in the UAE.”

The team was then accepted
into the startAD Summer
Incubator for NYUAD
Projects where it

continued to develop the
product and pivoted to focus
on customer engagement
with corporations

Ramesh Jagannathan
Managing Director of startAD and NYUAD Vice Provost for Innovation

Simultaneously, the Cycled
team utilised the facilities

and resources of startAD’s
workshop space “Al Warsha”
to develop several versions of
the prototype

Through startAD’s
corporate partner network,
Cycled secured a paid pilot
to deploy the bins across
Abu Dhabi Exhibition Center
(ADNEC) exhibitions that
attract thousands of visitors
from around the world
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NYU Abu Dhabi’s international composition, rigorous academic program, innovative research
capacity, and location at the crossroads of the Arab world creates valuable opportunities for
faculty and students across the global network to engage in academic dialogue in the Middle
East and beyond.

NYUAD is a degree-granting campus of NYU that forms a core pillar of the University’s global
network of three degree-granting campuses in New York, Abu Dhabi, and Shanghai, and 12
academic centers worldwide. Faculty and students at the three campuses have the opportunity
to circulate through this network and research, teach, and study at NYU’s global sites, offering
seamless international mobility.

This network has led to the creation of a truly global university and a transformative shift in
higher education; one in which the intellectual and creative endeavors of academia are shaped
and examined through an international and multicultural perspective.

STUDY ABROAD

Geographically and intellectually, NYUAD is perfectly positioned to broaden conversations
of discovery beyond borders and disciplines, and to create and share cutting-edge scholarship
with the rest of the world.

NYUAD’s unique approach ensures that every student experiences a global education that fosters
greater intercultural understanding toward social responsibility. Students are encouraged to
spend up to two semesters during their four years at the University studying abroad, in order to
experience the rich social diversity of NYU’s global network.

In addition, students are required to take three January term (known as J-Term) courses,

which are held both in Abu Dhabi and sites around the world. All J-Term courses incorporate
experiential and community-based learning, offering students distinctive, immersive learning
experiences. The courses bring renowned scholars and practitioners to Abu Dhabi, while offering
a unique way to connect NYUAD to the rest of the world.

NYU’S GLOBAL NETWORK

DEGREE-GRANTING
CAMPUSES

New York, US

Abu Dhabi, UAE
Shanghai, China

ACADEMIC CENTERS L/ o
Accra, Ghana Y

Berlin, Germany

Buenos Aires, Argentina

Florence, Italy { }

London, England

Los Angeles, US

Madrid, Spain

Paris, France

Prague, Czech Republic

Sydney, Australia o {
Tel Aviv, Israel

Washington, DC, US
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Students taking American political consultant Frank Luntz’s Electing the President: An Up-close
Look at How American Elections Really Work hit the US presidential campaign trail to hear from
some of the most influential figures in American politics on site at the primaries in lowa and New
Hampshire.

Human Prehistory: A Unified Approach, taught by geneticist, anthropologist, and author Spencer
Wells, starts at the very beginning, with the very earliest evidence of our species in the fossil
record in Africa and Asia. Class work is supplemented by computational analyses of the students’
own DNA, and a field trip to Oman to visit one of the richest Paleolithic archaeological sites in the
Arabian Peninsula.

Social Media and Political Participation examines the effect of social media on political
participation, exploring theories of political behavior and the relationship between social media
and politics. Students work towards a final project involving both quantitative and qualitative
analysis of social media usage by a member of the United States congress. The course includes a
two-day field trip to Washington, DC involving interviews with the social media coordinators for
the Member of Congress the students are analyzing.

Engaging Khaleeji Musical Heritage: An Introduction to Applied Ethnomusicology takes an
interdisciplinary approach to understanding the intersection of applied ethnomusicology and
heritage studies to explore both Khaleeji Arab music, and culture more broadly. Students will
travel to Kuwait to work with the Mayyouf Mejally Folkloric Ensemble Boom Diwan.

NYUAD'’s roster of J-Term Instructors and guest lecturers has also included:

*« Douglas Alexander - Senior Fellow at Harvard Kennedy School and former UK cabinet minister

* Her Excellency Mariam bint Mohammed Saeed Hareb Almheiri - UAE Minister of State for
Food and Water Security

e Tsitsi Dangarembga - Zimbabwean novelist, playwright, and filmmaker
* John Defterios - American journalist best known for his work at CNN
e Tim Shriver - Chairman of Special Olympics

« Wole Soyinka - Nobel Prize Laureate in Literature

“At NYUAD, | was surrounded by colleagues who

were keen to understand my views and professors

who supported my development — experiences which
have had a huge impact on my growth and inspired me
to cultivate supportive and understanding communities.”

Seyed Mohammad Ahlesaadat
Class of 2020
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“INYUAD] opened up my eyes to what is going on

around the world and gave me [an] environment to

be very critical about the way | pursue my life and

decisions | make. NYUAD made me look at the world

from a more critical perspective, which motivated me to make better
decisions..We were pushed to do more, think more, and innovate more,
which served me well, especially at work. | always try to be more careful,
more creative and it is something that stays with me.”

Farah Mohmad
Class of 2015

“I did J-Term in New York and

a semester abroad in Florence.
Both of those experiences have
really anchored me, given me
perspective, and prepared me for
life. ’'m more inclined to put myself
out there, make my own way, and
see where that takes me.”

Maryam Al Hammadi
Class of 2019



“Each J-Term, students go beyond the classroom to experience academic

concepts through hands-on field research in the UAE, Middle East, and

the world, allowing them to explore and engage with the global academic

community of which they are a part. It is a unique study program that allows SPOTLIGHT
students to spend more time for concentrated study on a dedicated topic.”

Carol Brandt
Vice Provost and
Associate Vice Chancellor of Global Education and Outreach

Engineers for Social Impact is a curricular program for all first-year engineering students that
focuses on experiential learning and project co-creation in communities around the world.

The program supports and complements the mission of the Engineering Division and the broad
goals of NYU Abu Dhabi through courses that develop globally-relevant, locally-sustainable
designs to meet engineering challenges and enable individuals across global communities to
more effectively realize their aspirations and ambitions.

Engineers for Social Impact is aimed at developing sustainable projects that respond to local
challenges. Students travel to countries such as Sri Lanka, Thailand, India, and Jordan to help
design and build infrastructure that improves quality of life for local populations. Students
engage with the study of ethics in the classrooms and ethnographic fieldwork off-campus and are
encouraged to examine projects broadly, through social, cultural, and economic vantage points.

COMMUNITY-BASED GLOBAL LEARNING

Over 40 courses at NYUAD have community-based learning components that bring theory to
practice through regional academic seminars across the globe. Anchored in the communities
around us, these learning engagements help faculty and students make connections with
individuals, organizations, issues, and events.

International courses have included:

* |In Ethiopia, students engaged in fieldwork with students from Mekelle University,
documenting the Chekelot Church site through photography, aerial photography
and video, and photogrammetry

* In Italy, students met with the Director of Excavation for the Deir al-Medina exhibition
Cedric Gobeil, discussed papyrus and preservation with curator Susanne Topfer,
and examined the ethics of exhibiting human remains with curator Paolo Del Vesco

« With the support of the Philippines Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD),
students traveled to the island of Palawan to explore DSWD’s community-led efforts in the “My trip to Sri Lanka wasn’t about the countr

barangays (communities) of Decalachao and San Jose but rather about the people. We broke stereotypes and understood
¢ Students had a unique opportunity to explore the landscape of diplomacy in contemporary

Jordan, where they met with Edward Oakden, British Ambassador and visited the local .
headquarters of the United Nations meeting with country representatives of UNHCR, and they built our knowledge and earned our respect.”
UNRWA, UNICEF and UNDP

the needs of 20 families who lost their homes. We built them hope

Jad Mahmoud
62 NYU ABU DHABI Class of 2016







ALUMNI

NYU Abu Dhabi has cultivated a remarkable community of alumni who are equipped to turn
challenges into solutions, to shape the future by their willingness to look at things differently,
and to place their ambitious visions at the service of their communities and the world at large.
NYUAD'’s nearly 1,700 graduates are employed in leading organizations within the UAE and
internationally, are pursuing further study at top graduate schools, and are innovating through
entrepreneurial and artistic pursuits.

In its first decade, NYUAD has had eight graduating classes. Selected from several thousands

of applicants, each cohort of talented young people came together to forge a unique academic
culture, united by a willingness to engage with difference, and a shared hope for the future. Since
graduating, they have championed causes such as climate change, education for all, and clean
energy. They have investigated global migration at the University of Oxford, supported nation
building in Syria, contributed to the fight against COVID-19, and advocated for the displaced as
lawyers. They continue to push the limits of knowledge about bioinformatics, cancer research,
and peacemaking. They have told stories about life and art and their limits, to new audiences and
in new ways. The choices NYUAD alumni make after graduation are a first step toward a more
peaceful, cooperative, productive world.

* NYUAD graduates are highly successful in the job market. Of all NYUAD graduates,
95% were in employment or further study six months after receiving their degrees

* NYUAD also plays a key role as an international gateway for both Abu Dhabi
and the wider region. According to a survey conducted by Oxford Economics
and NYUAD, 94% of its alumni living abroad have recommended studying at NYUAD,
and 92% have recommended visiting the UAE

« Of those who recommended the University, 59% reported that more than one person they
spoke to enrolled at the University. Strikingly, 16% reported persuading over three people to
enroll at NYUAD, suggesting that alumni word of mouth is a powerful recruitment tool

* Some 17% of alumni living abroad also have ongoing business links with the UAE. Examples
of these links include UAE-based business partners, clients, mentors, co-workers, previous
employers, and ongoing projects

66 NYU ABU DHABI

United Arab
Emirates

%

nlted States

*“db
’

8«
United
Kingdom

China’Canada

2%

France

)

1%

India




19k

25k

30k

32K

45k

44«

57k

64k

SELECTED ORGANISATIONS

Abu Dhabi Investment Authority
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates

Atlantic Media
Washington, DC, United States

BAE Systems
Samlesbury, United Kingdom

Bain and Company

Shanghai, China

Booz Allen Hamilton

Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates

Boston Consulting Group
Ho Chih Minh, Vietnam
Citi

Dublin, Ireland

Clemenger BBDO
Sydney, Australia

Clifford Chance

London, United Kingdom

CNN

Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates
Deloitte

New York, United States
ExxonMobil

Budapest, Hungary

Google
California, United States

9025

NYUAD graduates are making an impact at over 400 organizations globally, including:

JP Morgan
New York, United States

J. Walter Thompson
London, United Kingdom
The Korea Herald

Seoul, Republic of Korea

Mantra4Change
Bangalore, India

McKinsey & Company
Prague, Czech Republic
Mubadala

Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates
Peggy Guggenheim Museum
Venice, Italy

Rakuten

Tokyo, Japan

SpaceX

California, United States
Uber

Nairobi, Kenya

UNICEF

Amman, Jordan

The World Bank

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Yunnan Tea Culture Museum
Yunnan, China
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imagiLabs

Beatrice lonascu, Class of 2016 and Dora Palfi, Class of 2016, founded

tech startup imagilLabs. The genesis of their story dates to their first

days on the Saadiyat campus. In the fall of 2012, they were matched

as first-year roommates, a fateful pairing that sparked a friendship and

inspired a business. From their residence hall they launched a student

group to empower women in computer science, engineering, and technology.

Then, after graduating, they both studied in Sweden at KTH Royal Institute of Technology, where
Palfi’'s research produced an epiphany: to inspire girls into computing, coding should be fun.

The result was imagiCharm, an illuminated smart accessory that can be programmed on a mobile
phone. Sales are growing steadily, as is interest in the company’s workshops and trainings.

“Technology is such a powerful force today and will be even more so
in the future. We believe that the best way to empower women and to

achieve more equality is by bringing more women into tech.”
Dora Palfi
Class of 20716
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SPOTLIGHT

As a researcher at TRENDS Research & Advisory, an independent think tank

pbased in Abu Dhabi, Emina Osmandzikovic, Class of 2017, studies migration,

displacement, and security. Her most significant projects have been in

Saudi Arabia, where she studies economic and social integration of Syrian

migrants. Through data research Emina has mapped out how more than a million displaced
Syrians have found shelter in the country. Emina is also eyeing social trends in the UAE and has
studied how residents with special needs in the UAE — people with determination — can have

access to a growing list of services.

“This is the only place | would have
come back to. NYU supports the
faculty in a way where you can
actually do your research. Faculty
in other places are often spending
most of their time writing grant
proposals, which is something you
do here but it isn’t what drives you
every day. Here you’re driven by
your quality research.”

‘TLIGHT

Farah Shamout, Class of 2016

Farah Shamout’s impressive rise in academia
has seen her grow from a budding student
enrolled at NYU Abu Dhabi to a Rhodes
Scholar completing a PhD at the University of
Oxford, and finally coming full circle to where
she started her university career. Just three
years after graduating from NYUAD with a
Bachelor of Engineering, Shamout finds herself

back on campus on a first name basis with the
faculty she called professors just a few years
ago, and conducting exciting research working
closely with entities around the region to help
develop solutions in the health sector.

“NYUAD offered an unparalleled academic experience that prepared
students to tackle global challenges with multidisciplinary teams from
different cultural backgrounds.”

SPOTLIGHT

Peter Ndichu, Class of 2014

As Head of Projects for the East Africa portfolio at Airtel Africa, Peter understands that diversity
of thought and teams always lead to better problem solving, something he witnessed firsthand at
NYUAD. It is the interaction with the NYUAD community which he believes helped shape him the
most during his time at the university and guided him towards the career he has today. Even on
graduating, Peter has drawn on the network he gained at NYUAD with alumni supporting him on
a range of projects across Asia and Africa.



ALUMNI

“As an NYU Abu Dhabi graduate | can
attest to the fact that NYUAD graduates
survive. They adapt. They finish what they
start. They stand their ground and always
put others before them. NYU Abu Dhabi
graduates never stop learning, working,
and questioning.”

SPOTLIGHT

Her Excellency Shamma Al Mazrui, Class of 2014

HE Shamma Al Mazrui started as an Economics major
with a concentration in Finance in the inaugural class of
NYUAD before becoming the first UAE Rhodes Scholar.
After receiving her Masters in Public Policy with
Distinction from the University of Oxford in 2015, she
was appointed Minister of State for Youth Affairs and a
member of the UAE Cabinet in 2016.

As the world’s youngest minister, she was tasked with
representing the issues and aspirations of youth at the
highest levels of government and setting development
plans and strategies for improving the capabilities

and prospects of young people in the country.

In 2016, she received the inaugural Distinguished
Alumni Award from NYUAD, recognizing her
outstanding contributions to society and continued
support of the University.



“l read about NYUAD in The New York Times. | was instantly drawn by its
focus on being cosmopolitan through its curriculum, student body, faculty,
staff, and opportunities to explore the world. The global liberal arts
curriculum at NYUAD was the foundation of my post-graduate career.
NYUAD allowed me to propel forward in directions that | hadn’t imagined
a couple of years back and | couldn’t have asked for a better education
experience. | currently run a boutique investment management firm
focused on island destinations: Maldives and Fiji for now. My experience
at NYUAD has made the world a playground for us to explore and run
projects. | have NYUAD to thank for implanting the seeds of zest and
drive to scout globally for interesting opportunities, form a team, and

run a project.”
Shintaro Hasimoto
Class of 2016

“I still miss NYUAD.

Abu Dhabi is my second
home. This might sound
corny, but | miss the people
in what | believe as one of
the most diverse places on
earth where diversity

is celebrated.”

Hoon Yoo
Class of 2020







DEVELOPING

UAE LEADERS students are exposed to a rich cultural and rigorous

academic program which enhances their ability to gain admission to and perform well at top-tier
English-language universities. The program begins during the summer following the 10™ year

of high school and continues for 18 months, with two intensive summer courses of study in

Abu Dhabi and possible international or regional travel. In addition, students participate in online
study and academic refresher weekends during the academic year. To date, more than 280 high
school students have taken part in the Summer Academy program.

N

»

“NYUAD Summer Academy not only provides our students with the
intellectual resources and skill development they require for future
success, but also offers them a character-building life experience.”

Her Highness Sheikha Mariam bint Mohamed bin Zayed al Nahyan
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SPOTLIGHT

P students take undergraduate-level courses to 000
Ort from the university to enhance their prospects.sho

The Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Scholars Program (SMSP), established by NYU Abu Dhabi in

b AD IAND POST GRADUATE'SG 4 conjunction with the Abu Dhabi ’Educ§t|on 'Cou.na'l, is desgned for stgdents in their third and
~ fourth years of study in the UAE’s national institutions of higher learning.
R RCH ASSISTA QA

onal ity-building rese
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The program offers a select cohort of talented university students unique access to specially
designed courses, lectures, leadership experiences, networking, and graduate school counseling.
Since launching in 2008, some 280 students have participated in the SMSP of whom 69% have
been Emirati.
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UAE LEADERS

SHEIKH MOHAMED BIN ZAYED SCHOLARS
PROGRAM GOALS

To offer an unparalleled and rigorous educational, cross-cultural, and leadership-development
experience to outstanding and gifted university students in their third or fourth years of college
study in the UAE.

To provide access to NYU'’s global research, educational, and leadership network, to foster greater
awareness of international issues and challenges, and to develop Scholars with the capacity to
shape the future.

To prepare exceptional candidates demonstrating the highest merit and motivation for graduate
and professional study at institutions of their choice.

Currently Scholars take either a course taught by former US Ambassador to the UAE Michael
Corbin on the Challenges of the New Political Economy; or a seminar taught by noted journalist,
author, and foreign policy expert James Traub, titled Crises in Context: The Forces that Shape
the Great Events of Our Time. In addition, all Scholars take courses on Leadership Development,
Public Speaking and Public Presentations, and Critical Thinking and Persuasive Writing.

During the program, Scholars visit NYU’s campus in New York City and academic center in
Washington, DC, and engage in numerous cross-cultural, academic, and leadership activities.
Scholars also receive invitations to attend programs, lectures, and conferences sponsored by
NYUAD and other leading cultural and intellectual institutions in the UAE.

“I've been reading a lot about how
anxiety and depression have been
increasing, especially among
adolescents and teenagers, and
how a lot of people don’t ever
seek help from mental health
professionals. It’s a complex
issue. “So, instead of looking

at policies, I’ve been looking at
what’s happening on the ground,
researching what’s out there in
the UAE, gathering information,
attending events, having
conversations with people. The
research is definitely personal for
me. Someone close to me was
struggling and needed to seek
professional help. | felt like it was
quite difficult to find places to

go, and people to see, or it was
extremely expensive. As | read
more and find out more, it makes
me excited to see what can come
out of it, and what more | can do.”

Tasnim Al Gergawi
ssistantship Program

SPOTLIGHT

career in research.

provides unparallelled experiential
opportunities for UAE Nationals interested in research careers. The three-year, individually
tailored, intensive program has two distinctive paths - Research Assistant Fellowship and
Postdoctoral Researcher - and is designed for graduates considering a graduate degree or a
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ARTS AND
CULTURE

Reflecting the dynamic cultural fabric of Abu Dhabi, where culture and heritage are prioritized
to foster dialogue and build bridges of understanding, NYU Abu Dhabi has over the past decade
curated a rich array of world-class artistic, cultural, and intellectual programmming for the local
community.

The Arts Center at NYUAD, the NYUAD Art Gallery, and the NYUAD Institute are powerful
channels of outreach to the UAE community that enrich the local arts and culture ecosystem
through innovative productions, exhibits, conferences, collaborations, and more.

THE ARTS CENTER

The Arts Center at NYUAD is home to state-of-the-art facilities where performance, education,
and community come together in a vibrant setting to enrich the cultural life of both the campus
and the city.

As an integral part of the NYUAD student experience, the Arts Center is incorporated into the
syllabus, with core courses built around Arts Center performances and student workshops,
contributing to academic programs and majors.

Since opening in 2015, the Arts Center has staged more than 400 performances attracting
over 93,000 attendees, commissioned 22 new performances, many of which have toured the
globe, and hosted more than 800 community and university engagement events for over
11,000 participants.

“Our partnership with the Arts Center at NYUAD aims to develop the
performance and theatrical arts scene in the UAE, as well as enhance the
skills of our creative theater professionals. This helps in elevating the theater
industry as a vital contributor to our national identity and to the social fabric
of the country.”

HE Noura Al Kaabi
UAE Minister of Culture and Youth

SPOTLIGHT

« Arturo O’Farrill & the Afro Latin Jazz Orchestra, featuring Ali Obaid (UAE), Yazz Ahmed
(Bahrain & UK), Boom.Diwan (Kuwait), & Malika Zarra (Morocco & France)

* World premiere commissioned by the Arts Center; multi-Grammy Awardwinner Arturo O’Farrill
led a sold out public performance of the musical traditions and sounds of seafaring cultures
from the Gulf and North Africa to Cuba

* The Red Theater performance was attended by HE Noura Al Kaabi, a representative
of the Bahrain Authority of Culture, and numerous leaders of the UAE cultural and
business communities




“NYU Abu Dhabi is unquestionably the most diverse campus and
perhaps c6mnﬂmity that I’ve ever spent time and presented a work in.
There is much inspiration alone in that reality. | found the conversations
surrounding the performance to be particularly vital and illuminating.”

Lars Jan
Creator and Director of Holoscenes

SPOTLIGHT

Holoscenes explored issues of climate change in a visceral, cross disciplinary way through a
large-scale performance installation

* Artists performed in a large aquarium in the center of campus playing out scenes of the impact
of rising sea levels

 Three UAE-based artists created reactionary pieces

* The piece brought together research and the arts in a conversation on climate change and its
impact on humanity
More than 2,000 people attended in person and over 20,000 people watched live streams
across four nights of performances

* The performance was incorporated into Abu Dhabi Art in collaboration with the Department of
Culture and Tourism

SPOTLIGHT




ARTS AND
CULTURE

THE ART GALLERY

The NYUAD Art Gallery presents curated exhibitions of art and culture across historical
and contemporary topics, with a special emphasis on subjects of both regional and
international significance.

Its curatorial platform, supporting scholarly and experimental installations, artists’ projects, guest
curators, and landmark exhibitions, complements and enhances the region’s fast-growing cultural
ecosystem. The NYUAD Art Gallery and the projects it supports serve the local arts community
as a testing ground for new and innovative curatorial approaches that enrich the dialogue around
exhibition practice in the Gulf.

Since its inception, the Art Gallery has hosted 12 landmark exhibitions at its main space,
presented more than 70 community-based and student exhibitions at its auxiliary venue, the
Project Space, produced five scholarly publications, published 10 youth guides commissioned
from local artists, mounted seven Christo and Jeanne-Claude awards, and organized 110 public
programs, attracting some 70,000 visitors to date.

(SPOTLIGHT

But We Cannot See Them: Tracing a UAE Art Community, 1988-2008
e First art history exhibit of contemporary art in the UAE

* Showcased work by the most well-known Emirati artists
* Resulted in the publication of a major book of UAE art history
¢ Included an Emirati film series and the first Emirati theater production at NYUAD

e Artists included: Hassan Sharif, Mohamed Ahmed lbrahim, Abdullah Al Saadi, Mohammed
Kazem, Hussain Sharif, Vivek Vilasini, Jos Clevers, and Ebtisam Abdulaziz
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(SPOTLIGHT

Zimoun

Curated by Maya Allison, this exhibit of the Swiss artist Zimoun featured immersive, sensory
experiences, exploring elements of technology, biology, engineering, sound, and installation
art. This landmark exhibition marked the first time the artist exhibited his work in the Gulf, and
included a major new commission: an expansive installation unveiled on the opening night.
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ARTS AND
CULTURE

QTLIGHT

NYUAD alumna Tala Nassar has been
selected as the inaugural David Webb
Museum Fellow

¢ In 2019, the NYUAD Art Gallery received
a $210,000 gift from luxury
jewelry house David Webb to establish
the UAE’s first named museum
fellowship, funding a core goal of
training future curators in the UAE
and Arabic-speaking world.

* The two to three year rotating curatorial
fellowship has been designed exclusively
for NYUAD alumni who have bilingual
literacy in Arabic. The fellow will be
paired with the University’s Curatorial
and Education departments, preparing
them to embark on a career in museums.
It is aimed at building capacity for the
UAE and GCC, attracting new Arab
talent to the museum field.

THE NYUAD INSTITUTE

The Institute is a cornerstone of academic excellence at NYUAD, providing an interface between
the University, its educational community, and the public. Since launching in 2008, the Institute
has supported cutting-edge research programs, connecting the community with UAE and
international experts to engage in discussions of national and global relevance.

Through its annual series of publicly-accessible lectures, conferences and seminars, the NYUAD
Institute enhances scholarly discussions focused on the research fields of NYUAD. It provides

a platform for NYUAD faculty, alongside UAE and international experts, to present and discuss
current and innovative research, offering opportunities for the public to engage with specialists in
a broad variety of research fields.

Since 2008, the NYUAD Institute has presented more than 500 public lectures by eminent

scholars, over 235 conferences and exhibitions of peer-reviewed research, and welcomed more
than 70,000 audience members.
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SPOTLIGHT

NYUAD hosted a three-day conference bringing together ministers, researchers, and directors
from around the world. The conference examined the impact OPEC had on the world in the
20" century and the challenges facing oil producing countries. The delegates also considered

what the future looks like with the rise of climate change and non-conventional oil (e.g., shale).

The event was convened in collaboration with the University of Oslo.

94 NYU ABU DHABI

“Ten years ago, not many scholars were discussing the cultural, trade and
historic ties between, and the potential of revitalized, Africa-Arab Gulf
relations. Yet, with the generous support of the Institute, we were able to
bring these emerging and contemporary topics to the forefront...”

Yaw Nyarko
NYU Professor of Economics

@TUGHT

NYUAD public programs have feature
scholars, practitioners, and public ings
from a variety of disciplines and geog
including:

* The Right Honorable Gordon Brown
Prime Minister of the United Kingdo

His Excellency Jerry Rawlings - For
of the Republic of Ghana

Jane Goodall DBE - Founder of the
Institute; UN Messenger of Peace

Randy Schekman - 2013 Nobel Laure
Physiology of Medicine

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks - Forme
of the United Hebrew Congregation
Commonwealth

Lakhdar Brahimi - UN Diplomat

Sheikha Maryam bint Sultan bin Zaye
- winner of the 2013 Christo and Jea
Award

His Excellency Omar Al Olama - UAE
State for Artificial Intelligence
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IN THE
COMMUNITY

Throughout NYU Abu Dhabi’s first decade, collaboration and exchange with the UAE community
have been at the heart of the University's mission. Building on Abu Dhabi’s development of
high-quality human capital, and through dedicated programming and community outreach,
NYUAD collaborates with local entities to advance public knowledge and drive efforts of social
responsibility and leadership.

Public engagement programs and community-based learning opportunities at NYUAD are
designed to promote meaningful involvement, embracing the rich diversity of the UAE and
cultivating ethical leadership.

Each year, NYUAD’s community outreach efforts positively impact some 1,250 external UAE
community members through 60 UAE partner organizations.

VOLUNTEERING, INTERNSHIPS, AND COMMUNITY
OUTREACH

More than 65% of students volunteer during their time at NYUAD. In addition to the investments
students make in the UAE through volunteering and internships, NYUAD’s year-long mentorship
program builds relationships with students and with professionals in the UAE. Started in 2015,
representatives from more than 80 UAE organizations have coached students through industry
nuances, realities of the workplace, and life skills needed to thrive long term.

The NYUAD community contributes an average of 650 volunteer hours a year supporting
children with disabilities in educational centers.

NYUAD’s Office of Community Outreach has engaged over 700 middle and high school students
along with more than 330 NYUAD student volunteers through its own Dalai Lama award-winning
leadership development programs, the Girls’ and Boys’ Education Network.

#NWUADHoor

VOLUNTEER




EXECUTIVE EDUCATION

NYU Abu Dhabi’'s Office of Executive Education provides expertise and tailored programs

to strengthen human capital development in the UAE and meet the evolving needs of UAE
organizations and leaders. Nearly 1,700 professionals, of which 37% are Emirati, have received
high-quality executive education at NYUAD since 2009.

SPORT AND FITNESS

NYUAD’s state-of-the-art fitness facilities are a resource for elite sporting teams and other groups

to host training camps and competitions, strengthening athletics and sports in the UAE. Working
LOCAL PARTN ERSH I Ps with other universities and the wider community, NYUAD has developed athletic opportunities
Local partnerships serve as a catalyst for NYU Abu Dhabi’s collaborations with organizations and that promote physical activity and teamwork on campus.

contribute to the development of a hub for scholarship in the region.

Since welcoming its first class in 2010, NYUAD faculty and researchers have collaborated
extensively with entities and institutions throughout the UAE, signing agreements with over
45 organizations to deepen local and international partnerships.

“The signing of the Memorandum of Understanding to study the UAE
Healthy Future is a fundamental pillar to build a healthier future for
society. Hence, this will aid in finding the radical solutions to prevent
society from chronic diseases and providing a healthier lifestyle for the
future generation in the emirate of Abu Dhabi in belief that prevention is

better than cure.”
HE Mohamed Hamad Al Hameli
Undersecretary of the Department of Health
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SPOTLIGHT

In 2012, NYUAD created the first intercollegiate
sports league in the UAE, creating opportunities for
students from Abu Dhabi universities to engage in
sports competitions that were previously unavailable.

Since 2012, ADISL has grown from 15 participating teams
to 74 local university athletic teams featuring thousands
of athletes competing across eight different sports.

International use of sporting facilities

NYUAD’s world-class sporting facilities have been
chosen as training grounds for several elite
sporting groups including:

* Asian Football Club

e Australian Football League

* Manchester City Women’s Football Club
* New York City Football Club

* Real Madrid FC

SPOTLIGHT

NYU Abu Dhabi joined forces with the Special Olympics to serve as a partner for the 2019 Special
Olympics World Games Abu Dhabi - the world’s largest sports and humanitarian event.

« Over 7,000 athletes from over 190 nations competed in the World Games in Abu Dhabi,
drawing over 50,000 spectators

« Over 150 NYUAD community members volunteered across campus and in community events

« NYUAD athletes and coaches managed the field of play for 11 Play Live Unified Sports across
six venues during the week of the Games

e Special Olympics International Chairman Timothy Shriver and Special Olympics UAE Chairman
HE Mohamad Abdulla Al Junaibi visited campus and met with NYUAD leadership before
speaking at the Special Olympics’ Global Youth Leadership Summit (GYLS)

HEEE | |




IN THE
COMMUNITY

SPOTLIGHT

This community bike ride has attracted over 700
cyclists since its inaugural event celebrating the
Year of Zayed in 2018. Following the success of
the first three rides, NYUAD intends to host the
legacy event annually, supporting UAE residents to
lead an active, healthy lifestyle.

e 2018: 100+ cyclists from the community
¢ 2019: 200+ cyclists from the community

¢ 2020: 450 participants from the UAE and
around the world (held virtually due to
restrictions caused by the global pandemic)

“Home to over 115 nationalities, NYU Abu Dhabi is a
microcosm of the UAE’s diversity. Hosting events such as Ride
for Zayed is a great way to unite and encourage the greater\
UAE community to take up an active lifestyle. It promotes
healthy challenges and demonstrates the power sport can

have in bridging cultural differences.”
Earis Al Zaabi
Emirati triathletes
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COMMENCEMENT

In May 2021, NYU Abu Dhabi celebrated the
Class of 2021 - its largest graduating class to
date with some 320 students representing
more than 75 countries - during the
University’s eighth Commencement ceremony.

NYUAD graduates are bold, engaged, and
purposeful. They came from around the
world with intellectual passion, creativity,
and initiative, and they leave prepared to
build bridges of mutual understanding and
contribute to a more cooperative world.
Today, NYUAD’s nearly 1,700 alumni form
part of a worldwide family of more than
600,000 NYU alumni.

“The question now is: what
will we do with what we

have? This is one of our many
beginnings. This is where

we can start to show that

we care about something
other than ourselves. It’s not
about papers and GPAs and
Capstones anymore, no, it’s
about understanding our
impact potential. We have a
responsibility and we owe it to
those around us, globally and
more urgently locally, to care.”

Nafisatou Mounkaila
Class of 2017 student speaker




COMMENCEMENT

“We are going to share the future, but the remaining job is to define

the terms of our interdependence so that it is full of peace and prosperity
and promise. Today there is both promise and peril. You represent

the promise.”

President Bill Clinton
The 42" President of the United States and founder of the Clinton Foundation;
Keynote speaker at NYUAD’s 2014 Commencement

“The students | see here today, you are notably

the leaders of tomorrow - the scientists, the

engineers, the doctors, the nurses, the politicians, the

philosophers, the academics of the future. Leadership

is not just about getting, it’s about giving. And it’s also not just about
commanding people, it’s about convincing people. Your purpose as
leaders has got to be to convince people that there are great causes you
want them to follow with you.”

The Right Honourable Gordon Brown
Former Prime Minister of the United Kingdom;
Keynote speaker at NYUAD’s 2015 Commencement



“As ambassadors of NYU Abu Dhabi, you have a duty to represent its
commitment to inclusion, cohesion, and change. Therefore | urge you to
set out to achieve the highest levels of your professions and to continue
to distinguish yourselves as change-makers. Never settle for what the
existing conditions around you may be knowing you can change it for
the better.”

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf

Former President of Liberia and African’s First Elected Female President;
Keynote speaker at NYUAD’s 2021 Commencement

“Over the past year humanity had to reconsider old

ways of thinking and the pursuit of knowledge and

truth. It was also a year that celebrated curiosity,

brought hope which turned into reality, and one that

transformed an entire community, when three spacecrafts

from three different countries arrived at Mars. The Class of 2021 have
lived through this unprecedented time in history, they have risen to the
occasion, with their ability to adapt, rethink and thrive in the face of
adversity and today they embark into a new lifelong journey of learning
and self-discovery. | would like to congratulate them for their hard work
and tenacity and extend my gratitude and appreciation to the wider
NYUAD community for their tireless commitment to the universal values
of diversity, justice and peace.”

Her Excellency Sarah bint Yousef Al Amiri
Minister of State for Advanced Technology;
Speaker at NYUAD’s 2021 Commencement
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