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VISION

NYU Abu Dhabi, which welcomed its inaugural class in
2010 and welcomed its tenth class in August 2019, is

a new paradigm in higher education. It is designed to
equip students for collaborative leadership in any human
endeavor, and to make positive differences in our world

- in their worlds. Founded on a shared understanding
between NYU and the Emirate of Abu Dhabi of the
essential roles and challenges of higher education in the
21st century, NYUAD seeks to advance the UAE’s long-term
vision by pursuing excellence in research and teaching.

NYU Abu Dhabi is a university in and of Abu Dhabi, in and of
New York University, and in and of the world.

DEVELOPING LEADERS
Offering exceptional undergraduate and graduate education
to meet the pressing challenges of today’s world

RESEARCH AND INNOVATION

Building an advanced ecosystem of research, academics,
programs, and faculty that contribute to the growth of the
UAE’s knowledge economy and to solving some of the most
pressing challenges of the 21st century

PUBLIC PROGRAMMING

Attracting vibrant artistic talent from around the world that
engages diverse local audiences and contributes to Abu
Dhabi’s growth as a top cultural destination

IN THE COMMUNITY
Offering programs, resources, opportunities, and facilities
that benefit the Abu Dhabi and broader UAE community

NYU ABU DHABI



VISION

STUDENT BODY RESEARCH AND FACULTY
FROM 2010
© 4% 82% 97% SRE
m ACCEPTANCE YIELD ALUMNI IN GRADUATE
RATE SCHOOL OR EMPLOYED #1 # 2 8

*everage Within six months of graduation

in UAE for publications in in NATURE INDEX

WORLDS TOP WESTERN ASIA

SCIENCE JOURNALS (out of 416 institutions)

RHODES
2 SCHOLARSHIPS
(of 12 in NYU Abu Dhabi history)

SCHWARTZMAN 3 k+PUBLICATIONS
SCHOLARSHIPS $ 2 o M

1 FULBRIGHT HIGHEST CITATION EXTERNAL RESEARCH
SCHOLARSHIP RATE IN THE UAE GRANTS and AWARDS

IN ACADEMIC
YEAR 2018-19
STUDENTS WON

LUCE
SCHOLARSHIP

300+

PUBLIC PROGRAMMING STANDING, AFFILIATED,
AND VISITING FACULTY

AY 2018-19
1 HUMBOLDT
1 E I : PRIZE RECIPIENT 45+ NATIONALITIES
PROC-I-'I:TI-VII;UHTCESTED ARJISGI‘:(ISII_QESRY NATIONAL ACADEMY RECRUITED FROM TOP
74 TO 10 EXHIBITIONS OF SCIENCES MEMBERS GLOBAL UNIVERSITIES
ARTS CENTER PERFORMANCES
ATTRACTING 12K VISITORS 1 NOBEL LAUREATE
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ACADEMIC
EXCELLENCE

24 200

INTERNSHIPS HELD
UNDERGRADUATE IN THE UAE

MAJORS OF WHICH 123 WERE IN ABU DHABI

ARTS AND HUMANITIES AY 2018-19
ENGINEERING
SCIENCE

DEVELOPING
LEADERS DEDICATED

NYU Abu Dhabi students are drawn from the world’s best. They are bright, PROgﬁBéEmlmlNG
intellectually passionate, and committed to building a campus environment
anchored in mutual respect, understanding, and care. They are resolved

to place their talents at the service of the needs and aspirations of their Z Z 2 3 c

communities and humanity at large. PARTICIPANTS IN THE

EMIRATI HIGH SHEIKH MOHAMED BIN ZAYED
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE SCHOOL STUDENTS SCHOLARS PROGRAM
Pioneering a unique model of higher education for the world, dedicated to Supported through its A leadership development
I - hi g N Summer Academy leadership program for students at the
excellence In teacning ana researc development program three federal universities

DEDICATED PROGRAMMING

High-quality programming specifically designed to support Emirati students EXECUT'VE
EDUCATION
EXECUTIVE EDUCATION IN ACADEMIC YEAR 2018-19
Expertise and tailored programs and courses to meet the needs of UAE 5 5 1 3
organizations and leaders
COURSES PROGRAMS

DELIVERED ORGANIZATIONS RUN
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UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS

Developing future leaders through a world-class education

A comprehensive liberal arts and sciences curriculum that equips students
with the necessary skills for the 21st century

Small class sizes and unique extracurricular opportunities enable students to
learn from and work with world-class faculty

Undergraduate and graduate research opportunities that contribute to key
UAE national priorities such as public health and environmental sustainability

Cultivating ethical and inclusive student leadership through community
outreach, student groups and clubs, internships and career counseling, and a
residential campus model

Exceptional students who embrace the rich diversity of the UAE and
are committed to meaningful community engagement within Abu Dhabi
and beyond

SPOTLIGHT
LAMA AHMAD, CLASS OF 2019

NYUAD's first Luce Scholar
Served as President of Women Empowered in STEM
Established an annual STEM conference for high school girls in Abu Dhabi

Volunteered with the Girls Education Network on design thinking workshops
and taught creative coding classes at STEMFest at NYU

Served as student chair of the NYUAD International Hackathon for Social
Good for two years

Senior Capstone project investigated Twitter as a medium for propaganda in
the 2016 US presidential election

NYU ABU DHABI



UNDERGRADUATE

NYUAD is proud of its continued commitment to attracting Emirati students
with exceptional academic ability and leadership potential

Each year, Emiratis represent an increased share of all NYUAD students
The class of 2023 is 14% Emirati

Total student body is 15% Emirati

SPOTLIGHT

UAE CULTURAL ADVISORS (CAS)
New program in AY18-19 that supports student learning about UAE culture
and customes.

Cultural Advisors:

Live within the residential colleges
Receive training on mentorship, peer leadership, and other topics

Motivate students to engage in dialogue about cultural difference, and to
take advantage of opportunities to engage with Emirati culture

Plan and execute programming that deepens student understanding and
appreciation for UAE culture

In the 18-19 pilot year, 5 Emirati students served Cultural Ambassadors

10 NYU ABU DHABI

SPOTLIGHT
MAJIDA AL MAKTOUM, CLASS OF 2019

Majored in Political Science with a minor in Social Research and Public Policy

Capstone aimed to answer the question “What inspires political participation
among Emirati Youth?” and was conducted through quantitative methods

Previously collaborated with HE Dr. Thani Al Zeyoudi, UAE Minister
of Climate Change on publishing a UAE Country Report in the UN
Environment Programme

Served as Research Assistant on a project entitled “The Politics of Women
Empowerment: Gender Parity in the UAE”

Volunteered with various programs, including STRIVE (Strength in
Vocational Education)



TAILORED PROGRAMS FOR UAE STUDENTS

In addition to its regular undergraduate program, NYU Abu Dhabi has tailored
programs designed for UAE Nationals and residents.

UNIVERSITY

SHEIKH MOHAMED BIN ZAYED
SCHOLARS PROGRAM (SMSP)

ACADEMIC ENRICHMENT PROGRAM (AEP)

EMERGING SCHOLARS PROGRAM (ESP)

GRADUATE + POST GRADUATE SCHOOL

EMIRATI RESEARCH PROGRAM (ERP)

PROFESSIONAL

EXECUTIVE EDUCATION

12 NYU ABU DHABI

SPOTLIGHT
REEM SHIRAM, SMSP CLASS OF 2018

* SMSP alumna working at NYUAD

e Currently supports Leadership and Public
Speaking courses for SMSP and Summer Academy

« BA in Psychology, Zayed University

* Interned at Rashid Pediatric Center for the Determined

Prior to NYUAD, worked as a research coordinator at

Al Jalila Children’s Specialty Hospital on a regionally-
based autism study

JAE HIGHLIGHTS 2018-2019
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EXECUTIVE EDUCATION

NYU Abu Dhabi’s Office of Executive Education provides expertise and
tailored programs to strengthen human capital development in the UAE

Executive Education develops impactful programs to meet the needs of
professionals and organizations in the UAE

SPOTLIGHT

1000+ professionals, of which 37% are Emirati, have received high-quality
executive education at NYUAD since 20009.

Joll abg el iy

FAB

First Abu Dhabi Bank

Royal Commission for Jubail & Yanbu %S

NYU ABU DHABI

"Education is a country’s single most
important priority, and investing in the
educational development of the individual
represents the only real investment”

HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan

UAE HIGHLIGHTS 2018-2019 15



RESEARCH AND
INNOVATION

NYUAD faculty are leading researchers, scholars, writers, and artists, within
and beyond their disciplines. They are dedicated teachers, committed

to supporting and challenging their students and engaging them in
groundbreaking research.

Faculty and students pursue greater equality, justice, and health; they put
their minds to what it would take to attain a more habitable earth, a more
peaceful system of nations, a clearer understanding of what unites and
divides us as humans.

This advanced ecosystem of research, programs, and faculty contribute to
the UAE’s knowledge economy and garners international recognition.

‘Everyone drives through cities; everyone
LEADING FACULTY flen fhem and ] A mak
Top faculty provide teaching, research and creative activity, and service to @XD@ ences e d Sayg Ca aKe
the community them better’ But in my case, | can actually
UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE STUDENT RESEARCH work on them. | have the abi\ity to work on

Students engage in research and creative pursuit to become active . . .
something that impacts all of us, and | think

investigators and knowledge-creators
the best way to work on it is together so
LOCAL AND GLOBAL IMPACT

Major research examines compelling questions of global significance and that we Can H\/e More mean | ﬂgfu‘ H\/@S.”
local relevance. Research drives global education opportunities and fosters

greater intercultural understanding towards social responsibility—globally Monica Menendez

and locally Associate Professor of Civil and Urban Engineering
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RESEARCH AND INNOVATION

LEADING FACULTY

Faculty and researchers produce studies and results that benefit the region,

NYUAD’s 2018 Research Conference and promote the UAE’s reputation for excellence in research.

showcased the University’s innovative

SPOTLIGHT

MAYA KESROUANY
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF LITERATURE

interdisciplinary research

Kesrouany’s research centers on modern Arabic
literature and culture, with a specific interest in the
theory, practice and impact of translation on 20th
century Arab cultural thought.

Published in AY18-19 Prophetic Translation: The Making
of Modern Egyptian Literature, which explores the
transformation of literary translation in Egypt in the early
20th century and its impact on modern Arabic narrative
and thought.

MAY AL-DABBAGH
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF SOCIAL
RESEARCH AND PUBLIC POLICY

Published a chapter on Saudi Families which
critically reviews and historically situates academic
literature in Arabic and English, identifying how
knowledge on the topic of Arab Family Studies

in English is siloed and limited by institutions,
approaches, and methods.

The chapter is part of a peer reviewed interdisciplinary volume
entitled Arab Family Studies: Critical Reviews (Syracuse University
Press, 2018) which contains critical reviews of all 22 Arab
countries and includes an extensive bibliography on the Arab
Family Studies discipline with over 3,000 entries in 4 languages
(including Arabic). The book has received critical acclaim by top
US scholars in the Middle East.

20 NYU ABU DHABI UAE HIGHLIGHTS 2018-2019 21




UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT RESEARCH

NYUAD embeds research opportunities throughout the undergraduate program,
helping students gain first-hand experience in research and creative activities.

All students in their final year complete a demanding, year-long piece of
research or creative work as a student Capstone project. Students also
engage in a range of opportunities, including research assistantship positions;
research trainings and workshops; attend research conferences; and student
research competitions.

NYUAD also provides opportunities for students from local universities to take
part in research supervised by NYUAD faculty.

UAE HIGHLIGHTS 2018-2019 23
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SPOTLIGHT

IGEM

NYU Abu Dhabi’s International Genetically Engineered Machine (iGEM) team
won a Gold Medal and a nomination for Best Diagnostics Project in global
research competition.

e The iGEM competition is considered the world’s largest synthetic biology
competition. 340 teams from 42 nations participated in 2018

« NYUAD'’s interdisciplinary team of students developed a modular, point-
of-care, lab-on-a-chip diagnostics platform using synthetic biology and
bioengineering. In less than 20 minutes, the portable and cost-effective
device can simultaneously detect four major foodborne pathogens (including
Listeria) and can be customized for the detection of other food pathogens

« NYUAD’s team consisted of 13 students from 13 nationalities, and were
mentored by faculty in Engineering and Science

 The team also organized the first Youth Debate on Food Security in
collaboration with the UAE Minister of State for Food Security

NYU ABU DHABI

GRADUATE STUDENT AND
POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCH

NYUAD manages a Global PhD program that currently spans over 10 fields of
study in the science and engineering fields, contributing to research at NYUAD
and a growing graduate student ecosystem in the UAE. NYUAD had over 60
PhD students in AY18-19, with top programs including Electrical Engineering,
Computer Science and Engineering, and Chemistry.
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LOCAL AND GLOBAL IMPACT

NYUAD faculty and research serve as a catalyst for NYUAD collaborations
with organizations and develop a scholarly hub for scholarship in the region.

NYU Abu Dhabi and the Advanced Science Office at the Prime Minister’s Office signed an MOU
in AYI18-19 aimed at significantly strengthening advanced sciences within the UAE.

SPOTLIGHT

ROBERT PARTHESIUS

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF HERITAGE STUDIES
The Umm An-Nar Boat Project examines expansive
maritime tradition that links the Arabian Gulf to
Asia, Africa and Europe.

The project aims to build an eight-meter experimental
archaeological reconstruction of a merchant vessel that

sailed to and from ancient Magan (the ancient name for the

UAE and Oman) in the Bronze Age. The project is a collaboration
between NYUAD and Zayed University.

Parthesius is jointly leading this project with Zayed University
Assistant Professor of Humanities and Social Sciences Eric
Staples. The project promotes linkages to NYUAD’s Heritage and
Museum Studies curriculum and ZU’s archaeology program.

NYU ABU DHABI

SPOTLIGHT
startAD

startAD is an Abu Dhabi-based global accelerator steering seed-stage
technology startups to launch, develop, and scale their ventures.

« Anchored at NYU Abu Dhabi and powered by Tamkeen, an Abu Dhabi
government owned company, the accelerator equips startups to pilot
solutions with industry leaders, while enabling corporates to innovate with
startups disrupting their core businesses

* Inits third year of operation, startAD has supported over 100 startups from
30+ countries which have since raised over $10M in funding, added 135+ jobs
and secured 15+ trials with UAE partners

e startAD is regularly featured in local and regional media outlets including:
Entrepreneur ME, The National, Gulf News, and Arabian Business

SPOTLIGHT
KAWADER

NYUAD serves as an engine for UAE research talent, providing opportunities
for researchers to hone and develop their research interests and skills.

NYUAD continues to invest in the UAE talent pipeline through Kawader,

a capacity building program that readies UAE nationals for graduate
studies and research. The program is offered at the post-baccalaureate and
postdoctoral levels.

UAE HIGHLIGHTS 2018-2019 27



SPOTLIGHT

ALIA ALMANSOORI
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH FELLOW

The UAE space prodigy was appointed an NYUAD
Scientific Research Fellow in 2019.

Alia Almansoori (16 years old), winner of the
inaugural UAE Genes in Space contest (2017)
and founder of Emirati Astronaut, a platform for
dialogue between aspiring astronauts and space
explorers, was appointed as a Scientific Research
Fellow at NYUAD

Under the guidance of NYUAD Research Assistant
Professor Mohamed Al Sayegh, Almansoori will
work on developing lab skills and will culminate in
a scientific research proposal, aimed at creating a
scientific publication

"We are delighted to welcome
Alia Almansoori to our research
community, and look forward

to fostering her insatiable
nunger for knowledge and
deep curiosity while helping her
Make ever greater contributions
N the sciences, and space
science in particular”

Fabio Piano
Provost

28 NYU ABU DHABI UAE HIGHLIGHTS 2018-2019 29




PUBLIC PROGRAMING

NYU Abu Dhabi is a new cultural destination. A place for audiences to be
curious, inspired, and moved. The University brings high-quality artistic,
cultural, and intellectual programming to the Abu Dhabi community,
adding to the dynamic cultural fabric of the city and creating frameworks
for exchange and cross cultural dialogue and experience. The University
enriches the local arts and culture ecosystem and engages Abu Dhabi and
the UAE community through innovative productions, exhibits, conferences,
and collaborations.

"Our partnership with the Arts Center at
NYUAD aims to develop the performance
and theatrical arts scene in the UAE, as well
as enhance the skills of our creative theater
orofessionals. This helps in elevating the
theater industry as a vital contributor to our
National identity and to the social fabric of
the country.’

HE Noura Al Kaabi

Minister of Culture and Knowledge Development

30 NYU ABU DHABI



ARTS PROGRAMMING

The Arts Center and Art Gallery are continuingly powerful channels of
outreach of NYU Abu Dhabi to the UAE community, creating a platform for
important conversation and engagement.

ARTS CENTER SPOTLIGHT
CUBAN-KHALEEJI PROJECT

 Arturo O’Farrill & the Afro Latin Jazz Orchestra, featuring Ali Obaid
(UAE), Yazz Ahmed (Bahrain & UK), Boom.Diwan (Kuwait), & Malika Zarra
(Morocco & France)

«  World premiere commissioned by The Arts Center; multi Grammy Award-
winner Arturo O’Farrill led a sold out public performance the musical traditions
and sounds of seafaring cultures from the Gulf and North Africa to Cuba

« The Red Theater performance was attaended by HE Noura al Kaabi, a
representative of the Bahrain Authority of Culture, and numerous leaders
of the UAE cultural and business communities



ART GALLERY SPOTLIGHT
INAUGURATION OF THE CULTURAL FOUNDATION

Partnership with the Department of Culture and Tourism.

In AY18-19 Art Gallery Executive Director Maya Allison was tapped to serve
as Lead Curator for the exhibition inaugurating the re-opening of the Cultural
Foundation and the historic Qasr Al Hosn site. The opening was attended by
His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu
Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, as well as
other notable UAE government officials.

ZIMOUN

* Curated by Maya Allison, this survey of the Swiss artist Zimoun featured
immersive, sensory experiences, exploring elements of technology,
biology, engineering, sound, and installation art

e This landmark exhibition marked the first time the artist exhibited his
work in the Gulf, and included a major new commission: an expansive
room-sized installation unveiled on the opening night

34 NYU ABU DHABI
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NYUAD INSTITUTE

Institute public programs are an interface between NYU Abu Dhabi
research and its educational community and the public.

* Provides an international platform for NYUAD faculty to present and
discuss current and innovative research

Brings together NYUAD, the Abu Dhabi community, and leading
scholars to discuss issues of local and international relevance

Enhances scholarly discussions focused on the research fields of
NYUAD and relevant to the UAE

Disseminates knowledge and provides programs that enrich the
curriculum and connect to the UAE and its heritage

Contributes to the Abu Dhabi Economic Vision 2030 by enhancing the
intellectual fabric of the local community

Offers opportunities for the public to engage with international experts
in a broad variety of research fields

INSTITUTE SPOTLIGHT
FILM AND VISUAL MEDIA IN THE GULF

NYUAD hosted a conference to examine Film and Visual Media in the Gulf,
uniting local and regional scholars, media professionals, and filmmakers.

* Brought together 25 scholars, media professionals and filmmakers to
drive conversations about the intersections of the history of images
and storytelling

The conference featured such events as a public exhibition by Emirati
artist Ammar Al Attar, and a public screening of the 1972 Kuwaiti film
Bas ya Bahar /' The Cruel Sea, followed by a Q&A with the director,
Khalid Al-Siddig

NYU ABU DHABI
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IN THE COMMUNITY

Through a large suite of community outreach,
engagement, and public programs, NYU Abu Dhabi has
become a university in and of Abu Dhabi and the UAE.
Through programming and outreach, NYUAD advances
public knowledge and leads efforts of social responsibility
and leadership.

Collaboration and exchange with the UAE community are
at the heart of NYUAD’s engagement principles.

In addition to vibrant public programming through the
NYUAD Institute, The Arts Center, and the Art Gallery,
NYU Abu Dhabi hosts:

Conferences and workshops

High school and university-level athletic events

Elite sports training

Community events

NYU ABU DHABI
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NYUAD hosted the College Board’s Summer Institute for International Counselors
for the third year, expanding awareness of NYUAD at international high schools.

0000

AJMAN MODERN THE BRITISH SCHOOL
SCHOOL — AL KHUBAIRAT
RAS AL KHAIMAH m SHARJAH AMERICAN
ACADEMY INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
GEMS AMERICAN THE INTERNATIONAL
ACADEMY SCHOOL OF CHOUEIFAT

AL BATEEN SECONDARY
SCHOOL EDUCATION USA

Sporting events provide a first point of contact with NYUAD for local students
and spectators from across Abu Dhabi.

A total of 43 organizations used NYUAD’s athletic facilities in AY 2018-19,
90% of which were locally based.

OPERATION SMILE

GULF STAR |- ﬂ) () <E>_| ULTIMATE ATHLETICS
I

REPTON FOUNDATION I

DAMAN BRITISH SCHOOL IN THE
MIDDLE EAST
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Four elite sporting groups chose NYUAD facilities to host training camps or

competitions in AY 2018-19.

ASIAN FOOTBALL CLUB

AUSTRALIAN

FOOTBALL LEAGUE

REAL MADRID FC

NEW YORK CITY
FOOTBALL LEAGUE

NYUAD conference and arts spaces hosted 15 events sponsored by 14
organizations, with over 2,700 participants, demonstrating interest

B

beyond athletics.

AL BURDA
AWARD

DIPLOMATICI

JAPANESE
EMBASSY

COLLEGE BOARD

INSTITUTE

AN

ITALIAN EMBASSY

ABU DHABI NATIONAL
HOTELS

THE ARAB GULF
STATES INSTITUTE IN
WASHINGTON

ABU DHABI EXECUTIVE
OFFICE

YOUTH CIRCLES

JAE HIGHLIGHTS 2018-201
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COMMUNITY EVENTS SPOTLIGHT
SPECIAL OLYMPICS

NYU Abu Dhabi joined forces with Special Olympics to serve as a partner for
the 2019 World Games - the world’s largest sports and humanitarian event in
the world.

« Over 7000 athletes from over 190 nations competed in the World Games in
Abu Dhabi, drawing over 50,000 spectators from March 14 - 21

Over 150 NYUAD community members volunteered across campus and in
community events

NYUAD athletes and coaches managed the field of play for eleven Play Live
Unified Sports across 6 venues during the week of the Games

Special Olympics International Chairman Timothy Shriver and Special
Olympics UAE Chairman HE Mohamad Abdulla Al Junaibi visited campus
and met with NYUAD leadership before speaking at the Global Youth
Leadership Summit (GYLS)

ATHLETICS SPOTLIGHT
UAE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION (FA)
WOMEN'’S NATIONAL TEAM

e The UAE FA Women’s National Team played their first ever matches in Abu
Dhabi and at NYUAD. The matches were against the Maldives National Team

This new relationship was established through a former player who is
currently an NYUAD staff member

42 NYU ABU DHABI UAE HIGHLIGHTS 2018-2019 43




COMMUNITY EVENTS SPOTLIGHT

RIDE FOR ZAYED
Over 100 Riders Join NYU Abu Dhabi’s inaugural Ride for Zayed.

* Inline with the Year of Zayed celebrations across the UAE, NYUAD
organized the first Ride for Zayed community cycling event

The inaugural event attracted over 100 community members of all ages from
NYUAD and the broader Abu Dhabi community

e Riders were invited to complete 10 laps of the 10 km track, for 100km
total, with options to complete smaller distances, including a 5km track for
children and families

 Following the success of the inaugural ride, NYUAD intends to host the
event each year as a legacy event, supporting UAE residents to lead an
active, healthy lifestyle

COMMUNITY EVENTS SPOTLIGHT
NURDLE HUNT SPOTLIGHT

The largest Great Nurdle Hunt thus far, 200 volunteers collectively gathered
more than 29,000 nurdles.

Over 200 volunteers, eco-organizations, and groups from schools and
universities in the UAE came together for the Great Nurdle Hunt

e Participants were put into teams and asked to collect “nurdles,” small plastic
pellets that often end up being spilled in the ocean, during this unique
variation of a beach clean-up

« The data of nurdles is recorded and submitted as part of the global
campaign “The Great Global Nurdle Hunt” organized by Fidra organization

UAE HIGHLIGHTS 2018-2019 45
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